
Date submitted (Mountain Standard Time): 5/23/2019 2:01:15 PM 
First name: Devon 
Last name: Benton 
Organization:  
Title:  
Official Representative/Member Indicator:  
Address1:  6033 N Sheridan Rd 
Address2:  
City: Chicago 
State: IL 
Province/Region: IL 
Zip/Postal Code: 60660 
Country: United States 
Email: devo1afi@gmail.com 
Phone: 9512038362 
Comments: 
List American Bison as a Species of Conservation Concern. 
  
The best available scientific information supports the Regional Forester listing American bison as a species of 
conservation concern in Region 1. 
  
Region 1's Regional Forester must provide a reasoned response to the evidence presented in public comment 
in support of listing American bison as a species of conservation concern. 
  
Strengthen and adopt enforceable standards for Alternative D. 
  
The best available scientific information supports strengthening alternative D with strong enforceable standards 
for American bison, bighorn sheep, and threatened grizzly bears. 
  
Conserving American bison viability and diversity should be a forest wide standard. 
  
Freedom for American bison to roam National Forest habitat should be a forest wide standard. 
  
Restoring connectivity to habitat for American bison should be a forest wide standard. 
  
To restore connectivity, and conserve the viability and diversity of American bison's genetically distinct 
subpopulations, the Custer Gallatin needs to adopt a standard to close and not permit cattle grazing allotments 
within American bison range. 
  
To restore connectivity, and conserve the viability and diversity of native bighorn sheep populations, the Custer 
Gallatin needs to adopt a standard to not permit domestic sheep grazing within bighorn sheep range. 
  
The best available scientific information supports including enforceable forest wide standards to protect key 
linkage areas, connectivity to habitat, and food security for threatened grizzly bears. 
  
The Custer Gallatin must adopt a forest wide standard for all grazing permits requiring "let-down" fencing and 
remove barriers that impede migration of native species. 
  
Restore more wetlands, creek banks, and pond edges through strong standards and more yearly projects to 
benefit American bison and native species diversity. 
  
The Custer Gallatin has a duty to fulfill its' responsibilities and trust obligations safeguarding treaty rights, 
sacred species, sacred sites, and traditional cultural places of significance to aboriginal people. 
  
In its' direction for American bison, the Custer Gallatin must rely upon the best available scientific information. 
 


